THOVAS MASON

We find the information for this biography in a publication of

t he Arkansas Conference Col |l ege, Siloam Springs, Ark. The book was
dedicated to Dr. Mason as a token of |love and honor in his nenory;
as founder and for fifteen years president of the college, by his
students and friends; a Year Book of 1915.

"The real nonunent of Dr. Mason is in the character and lives of the
many young nen and wonen who have throughout the years been under his
instruction and influence.... "

Born Cct. 4, 1850, he was son of George Mason, of English-French
extraction. George enigrated fromCanada to Indiana in early life, was
married to Mss Maria G llam daughter of John GIllam Jasper county

pi oneer. There were ten children, Thonmas and his twin sister were next
to the youngest. Wen he was four years of age, his nother died. He was
rai sed by a pious step-nother, a "shouting Methodist" and through her

i nfl uence, was converted to Christ.

He attended public school in a building on a corner of his father’s
farm and received as well an education as a pi oneer

Wien the G vil War broke out, two older brothers enlisted in the

Uni on cause, |eaving Thomas and brother Nate to assist their father on
the farm He knew hard work at an early age, herding cattle, reaping
grain and etc.

Too young to join the arny, he organized a mlitary band which

paraded the county, Thonas played the drum He finished public schoo

at the age of 15, then was taken by wagon to the Val paraiso Mal e and

Femal e Col | ege, where he started his education, in preparation for the

mnistry. He returned home to teach school for a year. David A. Rogers

was one of his pupils, and becane an able ME minister, as well as a lifelong friend.

He entered Asbury (now DePauw) University in 1874, where he conpl eted

the four year course in three, receiving his Master’s Degree there al so.

On Sept. 20, 1874, he entered the North West Conference, and spent

seven years in the mnistry, serving Mnticello and Lafayette, anbng others.

He had married, while in college, Mss Virginia Dell, They had five children, his wife
died in August, 1892.

In 1881, he was asked by Dr. Rust of the Freedmans Aid Society to

start a school for colored people. He organized what is now Phil ander
Smith College, with fourteen students and one dil api dated buil ding. After
si xteen years, when he left, there were 600 students and several good

bui | di ngs.

He was married secondly to Mss Rebecca M Geen. She had been a teacher
and becane his efficient hel per. They had one daughter, Mary Mason

He served as President of the Union school in Little Rock for two years,
then began his task of foundi ng Arkansas Conference Coll ege. He was there
for fifteen years, when his health began to fail, and he was ill for a |long
time. Death cane Dec. 24, 1914. A very |large nunber of people attended his
funeral services. A corps of students served as pall bearers.

Thi s book goes on, as a year book for the college, with many pictures,
etc. and nany expressions of appreciation to Dr. Mason



